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Inspiration on the Lackawanna Ferry

Then came the morning of Tuesday, August 2, 1927, when the concept
of the negative feedback amplifier came to me in a flash while | was
crossing the Hudson River on the Lackawanna Ferry, on my way to work.
For more than 50 years | have pondered how and why the idea came,
and | can't say any more today than | could that morning.
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All | know is that after several years of hard work on the problem, |
suddenly realized that if | fed the amplifier output back to the input, in
reverse phase, and kept the device from oscillating (singing, as we
called it then), I would have exactly what | wanted: a means of
cancelling out the distortion in the output.
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